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TO THE 


Rev? Mr. 2 


Rector of St.  Angaew, Holborn, 
AND 
Chaplain to Her Roy al Hightef the 
Pxixczss Fe "WALES. 


Ref STR, 


H [ 8 > Serra publiſhed at * 
T2 uell of ſeveral per ſons who 
Bed it, is, with; * utmoſt 
deference, ſubmitted to your judg- 
ment. This 1 do the more willingly, 


as knowing tliat you are neither apt 


to find fault, nor haſty in cenſuring 


any performance, which you have rea- 


ſon to believe well intended. Give 
me leave, Sir, to aſſure you, that my 


intention was ſuch, and, I hope, that 
this will be admitted as an excuſe for 
any imperfection in the diſcourſe. 
Here, I might juſtly expatiate on 
the many eminent virtues with which 
you are endued, ſuch as tenderneſs 
and compaſſion for the unfortunate, 


and readineſs to help all who ſtand in 


A 2 any 


(iv) 
any need of aſſiſtance. But I forbear 3 
| 33 that minds like yours, feel 
more pleaſure in doing good actions, 
than in hearing encomiums on them. 
However, I, who have had ſuch great 
Experience of your candour and ge- 
neroſity, cannot, without being guilty 
of the breach of Gratitude, paſs over 
in ſilence, the repeated ee. which 
you have ſo bountifully beſtowed on 
me, ſince I have had the honour to 
aſſiſt you in the miniſtry, I am, 
Reverend STR, 
With the moſt real and unfeigned regard, 


Your moſt obliged, and moſt faithful bumble ſervant, 


THOMAS SMITH. 
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eee, Mr. Suirn, 

MI = Duty of Contentment and Refignation ta 
Will of God, wherein is ſhewn the Way to attain 

fuck a Temper of Mind, as will make us in the 


worſt Circumſtances we may poſſibly fall into. e Third 
Edition; corrected and very much enlarged by the * 


N. B. This Book has met æuith ſuch a favourable Reception in 


be World, that within a Tear aud 7 
be ich lt of FIR es W 


Marr. vil. 12. 


Whatever ye would that men ſhould 40 to vou, 
do ye even ſo to them, for this is the law 
and the prophets, LD 


TAHIS rule of doing io others as ue 
would they fhould do to us, is ſo rea- 
 ſonable and juſt in its ſelf, that un- 
leſs men are vitiated, through the prevailing 
power of ſelf- love, or prejudiced in favour of 
_ ſome avaricious or darling paſſion, they muſt 
readily conſent to the equitableneſs of this 
duty, and without any doubts or ſcruples 
immediately ſet about the performance of it. 
This benevolent precept of our blefled Sa- 
viour is wrote in every man's breaſt, is ſa 
plain and legible, that it needs no comment, 
nor wants any other interpreter than his own 
preſſing exigencies and continual neceſſities to 
explain and inforce the obligation. More- 
over, this rule of equity is founded on the 
immutable law of juſtice, which is the ſu- 
preme virtue of human life and moſt re- 
ſplendent glory of our intellectual nature, 
and comes up gradually to reſemble, in a de- 
gree, the glorious attributes of the Deity ; by 
it we are commanded to do what reaſon re- 
quires, and omit no duty that it enjoins ; 0 


2 


PE „ 
then we ſhall be enabled to practiſe both our 


civil and domeſtic concerns with peace, tran- 


huility, and applauſe. Acting as we ought, 
in theſe different ſtations of life, we 
procure the approbation of -all with whom 
we have to do, and be able to maintain a 
good underſtanding among men. + 
The dealing by one another as this law of 
right directs, will procure ſuch a delightful 
harmony among rational and intelligent beings 
as will recommend us to the unerfing Diſtri- 
buter of all things, and make us acceptable 
to the ſupreme Lord of univerſal nature, who 
governs the world in righteouſneſs, and will 
finally adminiſter the laws of truth with 
equity and impartiality: So that, according to 
the opinion of our Divine Legiſlator, he only 
ſhould be reputed truly religious who is the 
moſt righteous, for chriſtian righteouſneſs is 
not to be meaſured by the rigour of the law, 
but by that general rule of equity delivered 
by the juſt and merciful Redeemer of the 
world, whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 
do to you, do ye even ſo to them, for this is the 
law and the prophets ; that is, true chriſtian 
love and benevolence is not confined to thoſe 


of our own party, nor reſtrained to the narrow 


limits of our family, but is communicative 
and alſo diſintereſted and free, without any 
guile or ſelfiſh views or advantageous deſigns, 
by ſerving others to ſerve ourſelves ; there- 
fore, if we would act agreeably to the goſpel 
\ ſcheme, and the generous example of our 

| munifi- 


171 
munificent Maſter, we muſt do good to all, 
it matters not to whom, whether they are 
members of the ſame church, or of a con- 
trary perſuaſion: be their differences what 
they will, they are men made after the ſimi- 
litude of God, and ranſomed with the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt; for which reaſons they 
are objects of our regard, and we ought not 
to with-hold any. neceſſaries from them that 
we can conveniently ſpare, but render to 
every man his juſt due, and ſo to order and 


proportion our charity as right reaſon ſhall 


direct and require. Had this rule been ſtrict- 


ly obſerved, all that bigotry and ſuperſtition, 
all thoſe horrid rebellions and barbarous maſ— 


ſacres, which have ſtained the chriſtian world 
with blood, would have been entirely pre- 
vented, and we ſhould have had no occaſion 
to commemorate the mournful tragedy which 
was acted on this day, by wicked and blood- 
thirſty men, whom nothing would fatisfy 


but to imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their lawful ſovereign, and the utter deſtrucC- 


tion of monarchy ; but leſt I ſhould create 
diſturbance in the breaſt of any one in this 
audience, by relating the deteſtable fact, I 
willingly draw a veil over the cruel and in- 
human action, and proceed to ſhew, that it 
is wholly owing to our breaking in upon this 


unalterable law of right, and a diſregard to 


thoſe divine principles which the God of na- 
ture' has engraven on our ſouls, that this 


world 


1 R * 

* [ * 2 7 bd ; — — — 
* — 4 * * Ss — — 
r 


1 14+. { 
world is become the ſeat of anarchy and con- 


fuſion. | 


All mankind are endued with a principle 
of reaſon and underſtanding by the benevo- 


- lent Author of their beings, which will, by 


reflection, enable them to diſcern the beauty 


of doing what is right, and acquaint them 
with the pleaſure and ſatis faction that muſt 


neceffarily follow the conſtant and faithful 
diſcharye of it. This rule of truth and equi- 
ty is of fo extenſive a nature, that it deſcends 
from the throne to the cottage, . It binds the 
prince to protect his ſubjects, and keeps him 
from encroaching upon the liberties of his 
people. It ſecures the ſubje& in obedience 
to his prince, and makes him ſteadily to per- 
ſevere in his allegiance. FS | 
This rule of action does not only adjuſt 
and ſettle our deportment towards one an- 
other, but it ſo prompts us to the exerciſe of 


the ſeveral duties we owe to ourſelves and 


our neighbour, that the violation of it muſt 


| unavoidably diſturb the beautiful order "of 


nature, ſubvert the being of ſociety,” and 
change this ftage of life into a theatre of 
ftrife and contention ; by which means no 
one will be able to keep his juſt rights, or 
preſerve his legal property any longer than till 
another has it in his power to opprefs him, 
or an opportunity by art to force from him 
what he had a lawful right to detain. Thus, 
through our continual acting in oppoſition to 
the principles of true religion, we muſt of 

conſe- 


eonſequence deſtroy God's moral govern- 
ment, and make this world a ſcene Ly fraud 
and oppreſſion, a true repreſentation of war 
and bloodſhed, where we ſhould behold all 
that good order and delightful harmony 
which had ſubſiſted among underſtanding 
creatures, torn up by civil feuds, inteſtine 
heats, and continual diſſentions. This muſt 
greatly grieve the humane heart, and ſenſibly 
afflict the benign peaceable ſoul, to ſee the 
inhabitants, of a once well regulated D. 
become intire ſtrangers to the practice of righ- 
teouſneſs, and utterly unacquainted with that 
tenderneſs and compaſſion which we ought 
; to have for one another. By means of theſe 
, continual tumults men diveſt themſelves of 
humanity, grow unconcerned for the loſs of 
thoſe invaluable bleſſings of peace and hap- 
pineſs, which were enjoyed in times paſt, by 
obſerving the laws of Juſtice and Equity. 
Men, by abuſing the powers of their ſouls, 
and perverting the faculties of their bodies, 
4 are ſo intenſively buſied in the ſervice of ini- 
quity, that they cannot hearken to the pow- 
erful commands of truth. And though theſe 
faculties were beſtowed upon them by the 
beneficent Parent of the univerſe, to the in- 
tent that they ſhould be employed as inſtru- 
ments to promote ſobriety and temperance 
here, and uſed as means to prepare us for 
that ſtate of perfect bliſs and concord which 
exiſts eternally in the glorious realms of fu- 
turity ; yet, they are RY employed 
. : ELD to 
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to ſupport the cauſe of iniquity, and carry 
on JIA ernicious 3 Theſe things 
muſt be vaſtly diſpleaſing to a truly rational 
mind, and very offenſive to God; whoſe de- 
light is only en ſuch as live in unity, 
peace, and love, and in the conſtant exerciſe 
of all moral and ſocial virtues. | 
From what has been ſaid, we may be 
thoroughly convinced of the dreadfub miſ- 
chief which enſues when men depart from 
the law of reaſon ; and that all the. wicked- 
neſs in the world, muſt be entirely aſcribed 
to our not keeping the ſenſitive appetites un- 
der the power thereof, Moreover, we fre- 
quently Feel the ſad effects of granting our 
wild paſſions an illegal gratification ; becanſe 
they commonly diſtract the ſoul, and put fu- 
rious creatures upon ſuch r. projects 
to obtain their inſatiable deſires, as often 
makes the human ſpecies ſenfible of its 
terrible conſequences: therefore we ſhould 
be very aſſiduous in ſuppreſſing our exorbi- 
tant appetites, and uſe all poſſible methods to 
reduce them to obedience, left they Thould 
get the aſcendent over our intellectual facul- 
ties, and dethrone the noble principles of 
reaſon ; for when men have got looſe from 
the government of truth, they think them- 
|  Telves under no obligation to obey its faithful 
admonitions , but are at liberty to do whatever 
their ſinful luſts require, without paying any 
regard to the ſecret reproofs of conſcience. 


When 


* 


r 
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9 paſſions, and their r Ly ans 
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When the paſſions of men are once in- 


Fake they care not what acts of violence 


they commit; nor do revengeful ſpirits heed 
how outragiouſly they behave_towards their 


fellow creatures, if bent upon purſuing their 


envious intentions: then bartl. ruſh W 
like the horſe into the ba 


Ing either age or ſex, quality or HT br 


not regar 


frample on all before them. So it is with a 
furious man, he makes no difference between 
the virtuous and prophane, nor pays any 


more reſpect n of the higheſt dig- 


nity, than to thoſe in the loweſt 5 ; If 


he can but diſcharge his malice upon the ob- 
85 jects of his wrath, he values not how cruel 


or inhuman the means are to obtain it. And 
though his barbarity does not always termi- 
nate in the ruin of ſuch only as are the mark 


of his angry reſentment; yet, he is reſolved 


upon executing his direful diſpleaſure, even 
at the expence and hazard of his own life. 
Theſe calamitous circumſtances men are 
frequently lunged into, by not ſubmitting 
to the forcible power of Juſtice and Equi 


. 


5 Likewiſe, all that diſorder introduced into 


mind, is occaſioned by the working 2 wo 


g reports of truth, whi 3 

N 1 | and inſtruct W N in every 
thing that makes for their peace and tran- 
vf From this ſource ariſes contempt of 
e majeſty of God. The want of reverence 


for the ſacred laws of the Deity, and theſe 


14 | wicked 
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wicked reſolutions of not hearkening to, 
and obeying of, the divine commands. All 


which evils are the reſult of a diſobedient 
and rebellious mind. This is the ſpring from 
whence proceed blaſphemy and impiety, 
lying and perjury, together with that unna- 
tural enmity which 1s too often carried on, 
in private families, to the deſtruftion.not on- 
ly of thoſe in being, but alſo the ruin of their 
poſterity. It is for want of attending to, 


and complying with, the unerring injunc- 


tions of truth, that ambitious princes com- 
monly engage. in war, and cruel tyrants, 
thro' diſregarding its equitable precepts, are 
encouraged to encounter the moſt barbarous 
enterprizes. The negleCting to obſerve this 
ſacred director, is the cauſe that imperious 
emperors have made ſuch vaſt ſlaughter a- 
mong men ;, that public communities. and 
kingdoms have been depopulated, and the 
moſt beautiful and wealthy provinces reduced 
to ſo low a condition,, that the ſmall num- 
ber of inhabitants left were never able to re- 
cover their riches, or ſupport their former 
+ RR. | 3 

- Reaſon is the brighteſt perfection of the 
Deity, and chiefeſt excellency of the rational 
foul; by this divine principle we are taught 
to exercife Juſtice and Equity ;. but if once 
this ray of the divinity in man is difarmed: of 
its power, then its authority is ſlighted and 
deſpiſed, and the criminal takes the liberty 


to indulge his vicious inclinations, without 


ever 
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ever limiting the vehement deſires of nature. 
Thus he continues to humour his boiſterous 
paſſions, not conſidering the miſchief that 
will. inevitably follow their not being ſub- 
ject to the ſacred direction of truth, by which 
means he becomes ſo inſenſible of ſhame and 
modeſty, that he breaks through the bonds 
of human ſociety, bears down all before him, 
and does as. much, as in him lies, change 
the tribes. of intelligent beings inta herds of 
brutal creatures. When men have thus vio- 
lently broke through the rules of rectitude, 
they involve themſelves in the utmoſt miſery, 
and, like beaſts of prey, do bite and devour 
one another; ſo that this world, which was 

_ defigned for a habitation of righteouſneſs, is, 
by contumacious offenders, turned into a 
wilderneſs of wild, deſperate ſavages, where 
neither the rights of God, nor the properties 
of men, can be ſecured from the inſolence of 
thoſe ſons of cruelty and blood-thirſty liber- 
tines, who no more regard the lives of their 
fellow creatures, than do ſo many Cannibals. 
Long indulged habits of fin, enervate the 
ideas of virtue, blind our underſtanding, and 
prejudice our judgment in favour of vice, to 
ſuch a degree, that we become incapable of 
rightly x7 a our rational . faculties. This 
| ſhould caution us againſt complying with any 
thing that is evil, leſt our precipitant wills 
hurry us into the intricate mazes of error, and 
we become familiar with the deſtructive 
power of iniquity. When men have gained 
1 an 


3 


1 * 1 
4 
an intimacy with the enemies of Hi y 
are often ſo corrupted with their poiſbnous 
inſtructions, that the moſt moving entreaties 


are not ſufficient to divert them from Wi. 
_ thoſe noxious principles in executio f 


men are inflexibly bent upon purſuing wicked 
practices, the ſtrongeſt 4 ufory b _ 
— 2 and efficacy, nor will the moſt 
—_— alter their pernicious | oe 
minations : if- they can accompliſh their 


| Horrid es they value not how much 


wy diſturb the quiet and happineſs of man- 
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evil maxims, that cauſes them to loſe all 


| ſenſe of their duty, and puts ambitious crea- 


tures upon fearching after ſuch devices as are 


| Moſt likely to o their malignant defires. 
Such perſons too frequently involve them- 


3 . their in the utmoſt extre- 
ty and diſtraction. And though I am very 

br from ſuppoſing, that all thoſe who con- 
tributed towards bringing on, and promoting 
the troubles of Charles the Firſt, did, at the 
beginning of thoſe troubles, 48 from any 
ſuch evil principles, or intended to deftroy 
the king, or make this nation the ſeat of war 
and oppreſſion: yet, its greatly to be feared, 
by what followed, that the actions of the 
general part proceeded from no other views, 
than their own private intereſt and advance- 
ment to power. Becauſe, had honour and 
honeſty, the good of their country, and ad- 
vantage 


| tions ; 


as 


1.151 5 
vantage of their fellow creatures, been the 


| prevailing ſpring of action, they muſt have 


produced quite different effects from what 


they did. For reaſon teaches, that the mat- 
ter is ſo ordered by the wiſdom of providence _ 
in the ordinary courſe of things, that vir- 


tuous principles do produce good actions, and 
vicious principles are the ſoùrces of evil ac- 

this truth both reafon and experience 
does abundantly confirm. Therefore, let 


us ſtrictly adhere to the practice of moral 


virtue, and never deviate from the rules of 
unalterable rectitude, but live in conſtant 


. obedience to the profitable injunctions of our 
rational powers: becauſe theſe immutable 


rules are the ſame at all times, and in all 
places; and we can no more change the 
relation we bear to God and one another, 
than we can overturn or alter the conſtitu- 
tion and natural order of the phyſical and 
moral ſyſtem. Beſides, there is nothing in 
this world can make us abſolutely miſerable, 
except acting contrary to the order of the 
univerſe, and indulging perverſe diſpoſitions ; 
neither is there any thing that can make us 


truly happy,. but the continual obſervation of 
rational truths, and the exerciſe of ſuch du- 


-ties as infinite wiſdom has appointed, to en- 
force the ON of them. The ſteady 
obſervance of thoſe rules, will preſerve that de- 


lightful harmony of love and good-will, which 


ought to ſubſiſt among reaſonable beings, and 
we ſhall experience the benefits of thoſe in- 


valuable 
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valuable bleſſings to our inexpreſſible ſatisfac⸗ 


tion and comfort. ; 

We muſt not permit our jarring paſſions 
to invade the dominion of reaſon, left they 
ſhould raiſe a mutiny in the mind and ſup- 
preſs its divine authority. Did men but ex- 
perimentally feel' the ſatisfactory pleaſure of 
doing what is right, they would never be 
prevailed on to do any thing that is wrong. 


| Our faithful adherence to the dictates of rea- 


ſon, and the conſtant exerciſe of true reli- 
gion, will create a divine harmony in the 
ſoul, and preſerve ſuch an awful ſenſe of the 
majeſty of God, as will diſpoſe us at all times 
readily to comply with, and heartily conform 
to the rule of doing to others as wwe would they 
Should do to us. By thete means the honour 
of the Deity is beft vindicated, and the au- 
thority of his laws ſecured from contempt : 
The dignity of human nature is moſt ſtrong- 
ly ſupported, and the good government gf 


ſociety / is fixed on its ſtable foundation. 


This rule of equity ſo immoveably ſettles all 
mankind in their civil and religious rights, 
that the gratification of depraved appetites 
will never be able to deprive them of their 
bleſſed privileges, nor powerful enough to 
divert them from obeying the commands of 
their righteous Lawgiver, and divine Inſtruc- 
tor. i | 
If men defire to be happy, they muſt for- 
fake their tranſgreſſions, change the corrupt 
inclinations of the heart, and live in * 
0 1 8 ub- 
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ſubjection to the will of the all comprehend- 


ing mind. This will reſtore the order of 


nature to its beauty, prevent us from falling 
into many deſtructive vices, and be an e 


pedient to preſerve us, not only from vaſt 


numbers of temptations, with which we are 


frequently aſſaulted; but alſo we ſhall feel 
the ineſtimable happineſs of being poſſeſſed 
with a ſubſtantial good, and ſuch a durable 


felicity as can never be deſtroyed, Theſe. 


things diſcover the folly of ſuch as expect to 


enjoy either preſent or future bleſledneſs, 


without diſcharging faithfully the ſeveral du- 


ties they owe to God and their neighbour ;. 
becauſe to act contrary to thoſe laws which, 


the ſupreme Being has eſtabliſhed, is to de- 
ſtroy the deſign of our creation, and render 
ourſelves unworthy that eminent ſtation in 
which providence has placed us, by ſinking 
our natures into the low condition of brutes. 
S0 that if we would obtain true happineſs, 
or ſupport ourſelves in that honourable rank 
of beings we are in, it muſt be by ſtrictly 


obſerving thoſe rules of reaſon and conſcience, 


which are as durable as our natures, and de- 
termined by the bountiful Author of them, to 
be a guide and director to all his reaſonable 
creatures, during the longeſt period of time, 
and the endleſs ages of eternity. Therefore, 


let none propoſe any inward peace to them- - 


ſelves from ſenſual gratifications, or the per- 
formance of any thing but what is equitable 
and juſt ; becauſe tranquillity of mind is only 
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to be had by the exerciſe of virtue, If men 
would enjoy a laſting felicity, it muſt pro- 


- cted from the exerciſe of religion, the ſenſe 


of their maker's favour, and the hopes of 


being inveſted with a crown of unperiſhing 


glory. The ſatisfaction arifing from the be- 

f and practice of theſe things, will alle- 
viate the weight of every trouble, and abide 
by us, when the fervour of the affections 
ſhall grow cold and languid, virtue will be 


a reviving light within, when all is dark and 


gloomy without. 3 
Were men but univerſally reſolved to obey 


the command mentioned in the text, the plan 


of God's moral 'government would be per- 
fectly reſtored. The great end of our re- 
demption by Chriſt entirely anſwered, and 


all mankind would live in unity and love, 


and this world be, what providence intended 

it to be, a paradiſe of rational pleaſures, and 
a kingdom of ſocial and benign beings. | 
1 have ſhewn, that all the real pleaſure 


which is to be had in this life, is by the.con- 


ſtant diſcharge of our duty ; and that all the 


' malevolence and want of good will towards 


one another, muſt be afcribed to our diſre- 
garding that chriſtian precept of doing as we 
deſire to be done by. For which reaſon, let 
us baniſh ont of our minds acrimony and bit- 
terneſs of ſpirit, and bury in oblivion all our 

rty quarrels and debates. If men would 

t eradicate all thoſe malignant roots of 
contention, they no longer would diſpute 2 
| ve 
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f a9 1 
ig vehemently about the * of religion, 
but all unite as one man, and ſtrive who ſhall 
exert himſelf moſt in the cauſe of internal 
kon, in the love of God and our neigh- 
which is the life and ſoul, the eſſence . 
and ſpirit of all true religion, I Kk it 
with great concern, and do verily believe, if 
the teachers of the ſeveral denominations of 
chriſtians did leſs infiſt on the ſingular doc- 
trines and pecaliar forms of their own ſec, 
and were more ardent in inculcating the lain 75 
truths of the goſpel, and the obſervance of uni- 
verſal 5 and diſintereſted benevo- 
lence, debauchery, and prophaneneſs would 
Joon decline, Ji we ſhout quickly ſee ho- 
neſty and ſincerity abound among us. There- 
fore, let us not make ritual ſervices equally 
ſacred with God and goodneſs, extenſive 
mercy and love; be without the exer- 
Ciſe of theſe amiable and moral virtues, all 
our pretences to religion are but a fraudulent 
po” drawn over the moſt ſhameful and 


flagrant hypocrily. 
1 us not deal deceitfully with God, be- 
fore whoſe awful tribunal we ſhall all be 
ſhortly ſurnmon'd'to a „or imagine that 
we can conceal our iniquities from his pene- 
trating eye, which pervades the world, and 
ſſearches the moſt 2 ivate receſſes of our ſouls, 
or act treacherouſly with our brethren, but 
do, in all reſpects, by them as we would have 
them do by us; leſt ſome unforeſee rr 
« from the hand of- 2 ſhould 
2 


* 
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come upon us, and in the midſt of our diſſi- 


mulation, plunge us into a woful eternity. 
Let us uſe all poſſible means to preſerve 


peace and unanimity in our borders, that we 
= be kind and affectionate to thoſe, who 
diffe 


r from us in matters of religion, and 
treat them with the ſame candour and love, 


which we deſire they ſhould treat us with, 
were we in their ſituation; for we are all de- 


pendent beings from him that weilds the 
ſceptre to him that ſwings the flail; all are 
the children of one common Parent, who 
has made of one blood all nations of the 
earth; ſo that the moſt conſiderable creature 
can no more continue in being than the mi- 
nuteſt, independently of God, who is the 
original of all cauſes and fountain of all per- 
fection: therefore let us not only adore his 
goodneſs for cloathing us with exiſtence, but 


act ſuitably to that ſtation in which the 


wiſdom of Providence has placed us; be- 
cauſe this will beſt diſcover the ſenſe of our 


dependency on him, and of his power and 


benignity in our preſer vation. 
It we deſire to enjoy the bleſſings of peace, 

and continue in the poſſeſſion of our civil and 

religious rights, we muſt abhor and abo- 


minate the fin of rebellion, and pay all duti- 


ful allegiance to our gracious ſovereign King 


George, whom the benevolent Father of the 


univerſe has in great mercy placed upon the 
throne of theſe kingdoms. A prince whoſe 


reſplendent virtues, and excellent qualities, 


— 


o 
* 


3 


popery and arbitrary power by which means 


[ 2. ] 


can only be equalled by a few, but are not 
do be excelled by any, and who has all the 


ice in his nature that injured innocence 


can wiſh for; all the benignity that penitent 
offenders can implore, but none of that re- 
_ - vengeful cruelty which hurries delinquents 
to judgment, or any of that unſeaſonable 
compaſſion and lenity for the incorrigible, 


which muſt neceſſarily intercept the ſtreams 
of juſtice, and hinder them from flowing in 
the right channel: a prince, who not only 
takes care to reward his faithful friends, but 
is alſo more aſſiduous in ſecuring the liberties 
of his people, than in preſerving the prero- 
gative of the crown. Duri g his auſpicious 


reign, not one inſtance can be produced of 


having acted by deſpotick authority; but all 


his proceedings are by the rules of parlia- 


ment, as being the moſt ſure method to ſup- 
port the ſubject in his undoubted privileges, 
and tranſmit the conſtitution ſafe, with all 
its ancient rights, down to poſterity. There- 


fore, let us give him our hearts and affec- 


tions, for ſo long as we ſtedfaſtly adhere to 


his mild and juſt adminiſtration, we can 
have nothing to fear from him; all the evil 


that we have to fear, is from our inteſtine 
heats and unhappy diviſions among ourſelves. 


Theſe are the things which weaken the in- 
tereſt of our friends, ſtrengthen the hands of 


our enemies, and expoſe us to the inſults of 


we 


if ever a prince of the Namib communion 
ſhould wear the Britiſb crown, which God 
grant that none ever may, the church of 
Englana, which was always looked upon as 
the bulwark of the reformation, . and a ſanc- 


In ſine, let us make it appear to the hole 
iwortd, that vre are, what we pre to be, 
hearty friends to the illuſtrious of Han- 
over:; that we do believe indeed what we 
have in the moſt ' folemn manner ſworn we 
do believe, that the powers that be, are or- 
_ idained of God, and that the ſole right is. in 


this preſent majeſty, and that there is noʒ,j, 


in any other perſon, and this we have de- 
.Clared to: he our belief, in the moſt plain and 
obvious ſenſe: of the words of the oath; upon 
the faith and belief of a chriſtiax. 
Let us not, therefore, by any ſort of 221 
| | ts a 


3 en e fi: 
lemneſt ties that the wiſdom of man can find 
out, no ties at all; let us not reſiſt the or- 
dinance of God, but follow peace with all 


men, and holineſs, without which no man 


mall ſee the Lord; and make no proviſion 
for the fleſh to fulfil the luſt thereof; nor 
allow ourſelves in any corrupt or criminal in- 
dulgencies: for where fin and iniquity are 
cheriſhed, or kept alive, there will be perpe- 
tual ſtrife and envyings, confuſton, and every 
evil work. Let us ſtudy to live quiet and 
. cable lives in all godlineſs and honefty, 
This will form in our minds a due fubmiffion 
to the Divine Will, create the moſt fincere 
and friendly harmony among ourſelves, and 
eſtabliſh' the moſt -gen:rons - and extenſive 
munificence to one another. When we are 


thus happily qualified to be uſeful members 


of fociety, then will God Almighty delight 
to do us good, make us happy in ourſelves, 
great in our king, and we ſhall be the glo- 
rious inſtruments of eſtabliſhing in this our 
iſland peace and happineſs, truth and juſtice, 


real religion and undiſſembled piety, to the 


lateſt generations. The obſervation of the 
aforeſaid duties would have prevented all the 
miiſeries and miſchiefs that are in the world; 

and the practiſing that unexceptionable rule 
of doing to others as we would have them do to 
us, will procure us peace and tranquility here, 
and prepare us for thoſe immenſe Vote : 
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light in ths boundleſ realms of 8 
Where nothing that is falſe or 


will enter 8 3 

The deo of theſe © things „ 
make us act agrecably to Bos f : 
that we may pine to 3 
rified from evil- All who thus ce 
find comfort here, he introdw to the 
aſſembly above, and reſt 8 in the Þ 
cious realms of glory. 


1 unto the King 2 * in- 1 
Alle, inconceivably great and almighty, be- 
ing the only wiſe God, be all bonour and gla- 
ry, adoration and praiſe, through Chriſt Jer 
fas, for ever and ever. Anen. 
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